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According to Devin Dwyer of ABC News, “Enormous budget deficits in nearly every state 
across the country are “wreaking havoc” on government employees, the services they 
provide, and the residents who need them most, according to a new report by the Pew 
Center for the States. Dwindling state tax revenues during the recession have forced 
states to furlough workers, raise taxes, crowd more kids into classrooms, and trim social 
services. But experts say those measures and others can only go so far in keeping many 
states from going broke.” 


This should have anarchists jumping for joy. 


True, the part about raising taxes is no anarchist’s wish, but there is even some poetry 
involved there: Even when in extremis, the ability of governments to tax a populace is a 
limited one. With high unemployment, record home foreclosures, and failing businesses, 
bureaucrats and politicians soon learn that there is no blood to be drawn from stones. 
Meantime, such scum themselves shuttle into unemployment lines, public schools close 
doors, fewer cops are on the beat, and the rest of us all breathe just a little more freely. 


Anarchists must capitalize on this situation. For what will be revealed for all to see is that, 
in spite of the state being forced to scale back its own activities for lack of funding, the 
world will conspicuously not stop turning on account of an absence of government. 


But listen to the frenzified hysteria further in Dwyer’s article: 


“Arizona lawmakers are staring down a $1 billion gap in their 2009 budget with no 
immediate solution in sight. Rhode Island, the smallest state, continues to post among 
the highest unemployment and foreclosure numbers in the country. 


“Michigan is grappling with “a 1960s-sized budget,” while Nevada struggles to raise 
taxes in light of a provision that requires voters to first amend the state’s constitution. 


“Oregon, which experienced the greatest drop in state revenue over last year, faces a 


similar dilemma as voters in January 2010 get the final say on new income taxes to close 
the gap. 


“The Pew report lists Florida, New Jersey, Illinois and Wisconsin also among the top ten 
states facing the worst combination of foreclosure rates, jobless numbers, state revenue 
losses, budget gaps, legal obstacles to balanced budgets and legislators’ poor money- 
management practices. 


“‘These are the worst numbers we've ever seen in decades,’ said Scott Pattison, 
director of the National Association of State Budget Offices. He says state budget crises 
have impacted every part of state government, including the employees and residents 
they serve.” 


Novel idea for Pattison and the rest of his bureaucratic buddies: Stop “serving” people at 
the barrel of a gun. That would go a long way towards solving a lot of problems. But 
here’s more to make anarchists’ mouths water: 


“The impact of plummeting tax revenues is really coming home to roost now,’ Steve 
Kreisberg of the American Federal of State, County and Municipal Employees told ABC 
News. 


“More than 110,000 state and local employees have been fired in the current 
recession, according to the Center for Economic and Policy Research. That number 
includes over 40,000 teachers and 4,000 police and firefighters. 


“Some states have opted against layoffs in favor of forcing workers to take furlough 
days, or unpaid days off. 


“On Thursday, New Mexico became the latest state to implement furloughs after Gov. 
Bill Richardson ordered 19,000 workers to take five unpaid days off. The move is 
expected to help the state deal with a $650 million budget shortfall. 


“It amounts to a 2 percent pay cut in lieu of laying off maybe 400 people,’ Kreisberg 
said of the New Mexico case.” 


| don’t see civilization exactly ending, folks. In fact, the fewer government workers there 
are, the more civilized the world becomes. After all, governments can only exist by 
initiating and implementing violence on a mass scale. This improves, rather than 
degrades (as the government apologists would argue) the quality of life. | rest my case 
with the fearmongering below: 


“But furloughs come with additional costs for workers and residents. 


“In Hawaii, where school teachers have been furloughed for 17 days this year, students 
will receive less time in the classroom and parents will be forced to find and pay for 
childcare.” 


Awww, imagine that? Parents actually having to pay for their own childrens’ care? 


“Furloughs are also meaning longer waits for unemployment claims processing and 
other services, in some states, and reduced numbers of police and firemen to protect 
public safety.” 


Protect “public safety”? Sorry, but the federal government and all 50 “states” have 
already declared that the cops are not required to do that. See Bowers v. Devito, 686 
F.2nd 616 or Souza v. City of Antioch, California (1997) if you have any trouble believing 
that. 


“‘What’s also overlooked,’ Kreisberg said, ‘is the tremendous increase in stress on the 
workforce at a time when workloads have increased and pay has decreased.’ Staffing 
reductions and increased demand for state services during the economic downturn are 
making it impossible for some workers to afford taking time off. 


““Many state workers have said they simply cannot afford furlough days. They work 
from 


home or sneak into the office out of extreme dedication and passion for public service,’ 
Kreisberg said.” 


You mean, “extreme dedication and passion for public pillage,” don’t you, Kreisberg? 


“Is there a light at the end of the tunnel for states in murky financial waters? 


“Kreisberg says unless states can devise creative solutions, the coming year will be 
‘absolutely disastrous not just for state workers but for the entire economy.’ 


“The Pew Center’s Urahn agrees. ‘It’s tough to continue to do across the board cuts in 
states like Michigan, where you've cut for years and years and years,’ she said. ‘I think 
it’s gonna be tough... the challenge is that it’s not a ‘this-year’ problem; it’s a structural 
problem with how states spend.'” 


The “structural problem” is even worse than that. It’s that governments tax, spend - or 
even exist at all in the first place. Dwyer’s article concludes with this: 


“National Governors Association director Raymond Scheppach predicts, ‘states will not 
fully recover from this recession until late in the next decade.'” 


Anarchists, freedom-lovers - let’s prove Scheppach wrong. Let’s kick these dogs while 
they’re down. Let’s keep spreading the word. Let’s make sure the “states” - which are 
really just one big violent usurper State - never recover. Not late next decade, not ever. 
We can do that by encouraging people to build an alternative economy outside of state 
control. 


